
Mission 

What on earth we’re up to for God’s sake... 

  ... news from John & Sheena Grummitt 
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Pics from top to bottom: 

Our village house 
 

Our bedroom in the house 
 

Sheena in traditional dress  
 

John in traditional dress 
 

Sheena in the kitchen 
 

The huge family that 

hosted us 

 

Introduction 

John writes: It’s going to be very hard to put into 

words what we’ve been through since the last 

newsletter we wrote back in August. We’ve 

experienced some amazing things and been 

stretched in new directions. Through it all, God 

has seen 

 

In this edition: 

  The Orientation Course 

  5 Weeks in the Village 

  Settling in the Highlands 

 experienced some amazing things and been stretched in new directions. Through it all, 

God has been more than just faithful. He’s shown us that as we step out, he steps in to 

provide more than we could ever imagine. As usual in this edition, we’ll underline 

prayer points in bold and we’ll italicise praise points in bold. 

What we gained in 

knowledge and 

experience, we lost 

in weight! 

The Orientation Course 

We spent 14 weeks beginning to learn how to understand 

Papua New Guineans at the Pacific Orientation Course on 

a hill overlooking the town of Madang. It was an extremely 

beautiful place and, as soon as we arrived, we felt part of 

the family 

 

Five Weeks in the Village 

The village of Malé lies within a few hours’ drive along the coast south of Madang. It’s 

on an unpaved road that fords several streams and rivers. As we drove out with all our 

stuff, the water came up to the bonnet of our 4x4 so it was a fun experience getting 

there. We were really nervous to meet the family who were going to look after us. 

They had 8 children and lived across a small road from the house they gave us to live 

in. This was made entirely from wooden posts, bamboo walls and floors and a thick and 

very large roof thatched with sago palm leaves. This keeps the sun and rain off pretty 

well although it’s still really hot and humid during the daytime.  

the family. The group we were training with was the largest the leaders had had in their 

10 years of running it. There were 34 adults and what seemed like hundreds of kids 

running around. And yet, from the very first evening, we felt like we’d all become one. 

Even the leaders said our group was great and we were really grateful for the amazing 

friends we made – friends we know will last a lifetime.  

The course was very intense. We had Tok Pisin lessons right from the start and, 

gradually, we were given opportunities to meet PNG families, eat with them, visit their 

houses and eventually spend the night there. At the same time, we studied 

anthropology, history, medical care and a host of other topics to give us the info we 

needed to survive. We learned practical skills like how to build with bamboo and metal 

and eventually built ourselves not just an oven out of tin but also an entire outdoor 

kitchen to cook in at the weekends. Meanwhile, we worked on building our physical 

stamina through weekly hikes and swimming that increased until we accomplished a 

three-day hike sleeping in villages in the bush and were swimming a mile every week in 

the ocean. What we gained in knowledge and experience, we lost in weight! 

The entire course was intended to prepare us for the ultimate test: five weeks of village 

living. At the outset, we didn’t know where we would go or indeed how we would 

cope with this situation. Even spending an evening talking with the first PNG family we 

met was a nerve-wracking experience. But as we achieved each challenge we faced, our 

confidence grew, our language skills increased and our ability to build relationships with 

the people developed to the point where we thought we might just be able to make it. 



  Encourage Us! 
Mission Website 

We’ve been writing regular 
detailed updates about our village 

experiences at 

johnandsheena.co.uk/mission 
 

Blog 
johnandsheena.co.uk/blog 

 

Email 
johnandsheena@gmail.com 

 
(For larger emails such as 
attachments, please use  
j-s.grummitt@sil.org.pg 

which is a free email account.) 
 

Skype 
johnandsheena 

 

Facebook 
Sheena Grummitt (baby picture) 

John Grummitt (eye picture) 
 

Address 
P O Box 148, Ukarumpa, EHP 444,  

Papua New Guinea 
 

 

Partnership Vision 
 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
Bar Hill Church supports us 

financially each month. 
 

Our vision though, is to increase 
the number of personal 

partnerships we have with 
people at Bar Hill church. 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ 

newsletter by post or email, 
provide us with some practical 

help or give something each 
month towards our support, 

please get in touch. 
 

 

 

This newsletter is 

confidential.  

If you want to share 

info here with anyone 

in any way, please ask 

our permission first.  

Thanks! 

www.wycliffe.org.uk 

well although it’s still really hot and humid during the daytime. It was mostly dry while we 

were there, but occasionally we had terrific thunderstorms and lots of rain which we caught 

in a tarp that we strung between some cut branches behind our house. Otherwise, we relied 

on a tank at the Primary School that collected rainwater from the classroom gutters for 

drinking water. For washing, we used water from a well five minutes’ walk from the house. 

Often the children of our family would collect water for us and wash up our pots too. They 

always seemed eager to help. They also brought us firewood as we were cooking on an open 

fire the whole time. Avoiding smoking ourselves out and keeping the fire going was an art! 

We had some assignments that involved things like making family trees or recording stories 

and doing cultural observations, but we were free to interact with the people as much as we 

wanted. So, we did. We planted yams, caught fish from a canoe, attended four churches, ran a 

training day at the Primary School for teachers, went for hikes, visited other villages, attended 

community meetings, met pastors, harvested cocoa, took the bus into Madang, swam in the 

sea, hosted a traditional dance, led singing on the guitar, learned how to make a Bilum (string 

bag), taught Japanese, heard traditional songs and stories, dressed in traditional clothes, used 

an immense amount of Tok Pisin, showed pictures of the UK and answered a million 

questions, got stung by jellyfish, hosted streams of people and made endless cups of tea, 

visited garden plots, saw how to make lots of things out of palm leaves, taught baking skills 

and baked and sold our own stuff at the village market, watched a pig being castrated, had a 

cat, saw a snake, shared the gospel and slept, ate, sweated  and washed several times a day! 

A key opportunity John had was the invitation to attend two meetings of the local cargo cult. 

Cargo cults are common in this part of the Pacific. These beliefs seem quite fantastic to 

outsiders. In short, followers of these many different cults believe that they must practise 

certain traditions or rituals and that if they do these correctly, heaven will descend on earth. 

This heaven-on-earth is typically a harmonious Papua New Guinea where modern 

development and technology have instantly appeared and everyone suddenly has white skin. 

John will eventually be writing a paper about his experiences because, having come up to the 

Highlands to begin work for Wycliffe, we have since discovered that very few non-members 

are allowed access to cargo cult meetings. He seems to have had a unique experience and 

as cargo cult beliefs are very often in conflict with the work we are here to do, 

documenting it will be very helpful for all of us who work here. 

The 34 days we spent in the village we will never forget. It was not easy by any means and 

sometimes the days seemed to last forever. Your prayers made all the difference. Village 

living is equivalent to being a 24/7 celebrity. We subtitled it “Five Weeks of Fame!” Everything 

you do is discussed (“Oh, look! John’s going to visit Gabora... again.”), people want to be with 

you all the time and everything you say is considered to have a great weight of wisdom. This 

can be hard day after day, but for the most part, when we clearly explained our needs for 

privacy and time off, the people understood. They welcomed us, hosted us, befriended us and 

were amazingly helpful. We will definitely go back at some point while we’re here.  

 Settling in the Highlands 

And now, all of a sudden, we have electricity, a washing machine and a gas oven. We live in a 

house with three bedrooms, an office and a lovely garden five minutes’ walk from work. We 

have all of our stuff which we shipped from Korea (almost) unpacked, and we are able to 

walk down to the store here and order extravagances like bread and cheese and even have 

them delivered for free. It still seems like a bit of a dream after our lifestyle in Malé! 

John has begun work in the survey office and it looks as if the team’s first survey will be 

the end of January. There is also the possibility of him helping to teach sociolinguistics 

at the University of Goroka from February which is a great opportunity. Sheena will be 

working in the Primary School when Term 3 begins in January and she’s even been 

offered an illustration role for literacy books plus the opportunity to help teach 

ceramics in the High School. In short, we are very blessed. Watch 

johnandsheena.co.uk/mission for news as it happens over the next few months or wait 

until our next newsletter comes out sometime in March or April.   


